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“For unto us a Child is born.
Unto us a Son is given; and the government will be upon His shoulder.

And His name will be called
Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.” —Isaiah 9:6

We arrive in December to once again hear and celebrate a story that we’ve heard many times before. I hope
neither the busyness of the season, nor our familiarity with the story can keep us from stopping to hear that story
anew. It’s a story that has something different to say to us every year. The story of “Peace on earth, good will
towards men” can be epic in scale, with God intervening in the affairs of human kind to challenge the injustice
of violent kings and tyrannical empires. It is also ultimately intimate in scale, with a little baby born, in very
difficult times indeed, to two hardworking, homeless parents who find great joy in having each other. What the
story of Advent and Christmas means to you depends entirely on who you are and where you are in your
journey.

The story of God becoming a human being in a baby born in Bethlehem is one of new possibilities in a world
that has been quite settled in its ways for the whole of human history. Advent and Christmas are a time to put
away cynicism and pessimism about the world. Peace on earth is not a distant dream. It is possible now because
of Jesus. Good will among all people across any boundary is possible because of this child. The men and women
that we were created to be become possible with the grace of Advent and Christmas. Forgiveness becomes
possible—for our own trespasses and for those trespasses against us which seem impossible for us to forget.
These things that all decent people long for become possible in the light of Jesus. They are available right now
here at Trinity Church.

That is a bold claim to make, and let us never be ashamed to be bold in our cynical times to speak it in word
and deed: peace on earth, good will towards men is available right now at Trinity Church. We already have what
mighty superpowers and grand political projects have never been able to accomplish right here in a little church
in Illinois. It’s given freely by Jesus in the preaching of the Word of God, in the Holy Sacraments, and even in
our fellowship at coffee hour. It is present to anyone who reads the Bible and believes, and to those who do
works of mercy for the poor in Jesus’ name. If the world could only have faith, we would already be beating our
swords into plowshares and our spears into pruning hooks.

Now is the time to consider just what difference in our lives the arrival of Jesus will make. When we come to
know who Jesus is we will inevitably be changed. This is because Jesus is born for you. Every one of us must
therefore have our own relationship with Jesus, and I hope this year we can make that acquaintance anew. Along
with this new acquaintance will be a new emphasis on personal holiness, for the Lord God chose us that we
would bear the fruit of virtue. Advent and Christmas is a time for joy, and also charity, generosity, and kindness.
Do not let these holy seasons pass you by without a little extra kindness!

The new heaven, new earth, and new heart promised to us in the Bible are available this Christmas. Come to
Trinity church and see it. May all of us have a blessed Advent and a very happy Christmas.

Fr. Zachary Brooks +
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A Course in Anglican History: Part LXIX

Queen Victoria was crowned Queen of the United Kingdom in 1837. She had been a longshot candidate
for the throne, managing to come to the throne despite being born fifth in line after her many uncles. She
was not, herself, a major player in the course of Anglicanism; the British monarch had long ceased to
exercise much say in the running of the Church of England. She was significant for how dramatically
Anglicanism changed during her long reign. It was during her reign that there came to be a concept of
Anglicanism in the first place. When she first came to the throne, there was no concept of Anglicanism.
There was simply the Church of England, an inward-looking department of the English government, plus a
few hangers-on like the Episcopal Church in the United States. It saw itself as providing Protestant worship
for English people at home and abroad, with little sense of being distinct from other forms of Protestantism,
or of having a world-wide mission. When Victoria died in 1901, Anglicanism was a world-wide Church of
many races, nations, and languages. In 1837, Anglicans considered so much as a cross in a church to be
idolatrous worship of Popish symbols. By 1901, Anglicanism had become swept up in a revival of ancient
symbols and liturgies. In 1837, Christmas amounted to little more than having a glass of brandy with co-
workers after a usual day’s work. By 1901, Christmas had taken over the whole month of December. Victoria
might have had little influence on her own, but the word 17torian has come to define so much of what we

take for granted in modern society and religion.

This column is a monthly series on the history of Anglicanism and the Episcopal Church.

Donations for Christmas Flowers

We appreciate your donations which pay for the Christmas flowers. Envelopes are on the table in the foyer.
You may write the names of those in whose memory flowers are given and place your donation inside the
envelope. Of course, you may also call the Parish Office, but we thought the special envelopes might make
the process easier, and they make the recordkeeping much easier.

There are also a few regular Sundays throughout the year on which we do not have regular donors. Contact
the Parish Office if you would like to donate Altar Flowers. We will keep a list.

THE EVE OF THE NATIVITY
The service on Christmas Eve will begin at 8:00 pm. We hope this will again enable more people to attend.
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News & Announcements

Outreach

e BECW was pleased to donate sixteen shoeboxes and $160 toward the shipping of the boxes. A special
thanks to K’Lou Ashmore for always organizing this.

e DPlease remember that the Vestry has designated that all of the Special Offerings (Thanksgiving,
Christmas, Ash Wednesday, Good Friday, and Easter) is directed to Parish Outreach programs.

The Outreach Committee would like to thank everyone who has contributed to our ongoing ministry to the
community. However, all of us know December is always a time of even greater need for many in the
community. We can’t rest on our laurels quite yet.

We can help in several ways:

— Bring non-perishable food items to the green tubs. As you plan your holiday meals, please add an item or two
for the food center

—Ring the SALVATION ARMY bells. Abby Radcliffe has posted a sign-up sheet on the bulletin board.
—Donate toys for the Salvation Army. They are being collected until DECEMBER 15. Think about a toy you
might have loved getting, within reason, and see if you can locate a similar item.

Pledge / Contribution Statements

We always mail final annual statements after December 31; however, if you would like to know the status of
your account as of now, please contact the Parish Office. Our updated software allows us to easily email a
statement, and we can, of course, also send one by regular mail.

TRINITY FELLOWSHIP FOR DECEMBER 2
“The Hope of Heaven”
N. T. Wright writes, “Heaven is not a far away place we hope to go some day. Through Christ it is very near, it is
the control room of earth, and as we follow Jesus, the reality of heaven comes alive in us and is unleashed
through us.”

Please join us on Tuesday, December 2, at 7:00 pm for dessert.
The video and study will be from 7:30 to 8:30 pm.

*If you have news you wish to share, please contact the Parish Office.
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Trinity Fellowship
Tuesday, December 2, 7 pm
continues to study

Surprised By Hope
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ECW Salad Lunch (instead of Supper)

Tuesday, December 9, 11:30 am
Ladies wonld like to meet in the daytime
during the winter months.

Lectors
7 Cathy Nelson
14 Nancy Taylor Porter
21 Forrest Keaton
24 Eve Forrest Keaton
25 Cathy Nelson
28 Paula Woods
Acolytes:
7 Bruce Evans & Calyton Robb

14 Bruce Evans & Calyton Robb

21 Abe Brooks, Bruce Evans & Calyton Robb
24 Eve Bruce Evans & Clayton Robb

25 Volunteer

28 Clayton Robb

Ushers

7 Volunteers

14 Chuck Crim & Volunteer
21 John Clancy & Volunteer
24 Eve Chuck Crim & Jim Herget
25 Volunteer

28 John Clancy & Chuck Crim

Looking ahead:

Annual Parigh Meeting will be
on Sunday, January 25.

LITURGY FOR DECEMBER 2025

Monday, December 1: St. Andrew, tr.
10:00 am = Holy Eucharist
Wednesday, December 3:

10:00 am = Holy Eucharist

Sunday, December 7:
THE 2™ SUNDAY OF ADVENT
8:00 am = Holy Eucharist
10:00 am = Holy Eucharist
Wednesday, December 10:
10:00 am = Holy Eucharist

Sunday, December 14:
THE 3* SUNDAY OF ADVENT
8:00 am = Holy Eucharist
10:00 am = Holy Eucharist
Wednesday, December 17:
10:00 am = Holy Eucharist

Sunday, December 21:
THE 4™ SUNDAY OF ADVENT
8:00 am = Holy Eucharist
10:00 am = Holy Eucharist
Monday, December 22: St. Thomas, tr.
10:00 am = Holy Eucharist
Wednesday, December 24
10:00 am = Holy Eucharist

THE EVE OF THE NATIVITY
8:00 pm = Holy Eucharist

Thursday, December 25:
THE NATIVITY OF OUR LORD
10:00 am = Holy Eucharist

Friday, December 26: St. Stephen
10:00 am = Holy Eucharist
Saturday, December 27: St. John
10:00 am = Holy Eucharist

Sunday, December 28:

THE 1 SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS DAY

8:00 am = Holy Eucharist
10:00 am = Holy Eucharist
Monday, December 29: The Holy Innocents
10:00 am = Holy Eucharist
Wednesday, December 31:
10:00 am = Holy Eucharist

Morning Prayer is said at 10 o’clock
on Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Fridays.




