Trinity Topics
January 2026
Phone = (217) 245-5901

info@trinitychurchjax.org
Website = www.trinitychurchjax.org

“{The Wisemen] saw the child with Mary his mother,
and they fell down and worshiped him.
Then, opening their treasures, they offered him gifts, gold and frankincense and myrrh.”
—Matthew 2:11

The Christmas Season concludes with Epiphany, which commemorates the three Wisemen’s arrival to worship
the newborn savior. Their worship takes the form of gifts: gold, frankincense, and myrrh. The Gospels use this as a
hint of Jesus’ divine nature—the Wisemen offered gifts that would have been worthy sacrifices to God at the
temple. As the Wisemen offered gifts to the Savior on the first Epiphany, let us consider what worthy sacrifices we
will make for God and for the least of God’s children in the year to come. I know our stewardship season at Trinity
Church is already concluded, but January is when we wrap up our finances from the year that has past and begin
making a financial plan for the new year. It is a time to consider the sacrifices we will make in the year to come.

Worship in the Bible is sacrifice. We have the joy of participating in something greater than ourselves when we
give something up for the things we believe in. In the Old Testament they offered animals that were slaughtered on
the altar of the temple, but it was always understood that sacrifice took many forms, first and foremost in our
gratitude to God for all his gifts to us. True gratitude, the writers of the Bible believed, is more than a feeling in our
hearts. It is something that needs to express itself in our actions. So, a little part of everything was given to God.
The slaughter of animals in the temple was concluded with the ultimate sacrifice of Jesus, but our yearning to
express our worship in acts of gratitude goes on still in what we offer to the Church. Just as importantly, Jesus
emphasized that our gifts to the poor are also a worthy sacrifice to God.

Worthy sacrifices are made in spontaneous moments of joy to be sure, but sacrifice becomes a spiritual discipline
when we plan for it. In my own life I have seen my family’s charitable giving suffer when I’ve failed to establish a
plan that includes the possibility of unexpected expenses. In purely practical terms, this sort of sacrificial thinking
can give us peace of mind because it leads us to make a plan in the first place. Even more importantly, planning
around charitable giving makes it a reliable source of joyful gratitude in our lives. We always have the comfort of
knowing we are supporting something important. We can lie down at night knowing that we have a connection to
those who are in need.

As you begin the process of gathering tax paperwork, take a close look at your charitable giving in the year that
has past, and then make a plan for giving more, not only to the church but to a charity that feels important to you.
Give in a more disciplined way. I believe in my heart that God gives Jacksonville enough, if only we don’t hoard his
gifts in our pockets. Make 2026 a year of joyful sacrifices to the Lord so that every member of our community
knows of God’s abundant love toward us.

Fr. Zachary Brooks
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A Course in Anglican History: Part LXX

A Christmas Carol, by Chatles Dickens, was a runaway best seller when it was published in December of
1843. It’s not a religious book, with only a few off-hand mentions of God and Jesus, but it still had a
massive effect on Christianity in its revival of the Christmas holiday. On the eve of its publication,
Christmas was on its lowest ebb in English speaking countries. Puritans had disdained Christmas, but they
were no longer a social force. Society was simply moving on from the values Christmas represented. In
earlier eras, the main spirit of Christmas was benevolence toward those below oneself in the social order.
Gift-giving between social equals and family members was not common in this period. Wealthy landlords
offered feasts for the tenants who worked their land. Bosses threw parties for their employees. People gave
gifts to their servants. Special collections were taken for the poor. But the industrial revolution was breaking
down this sense of obligation toward those of lower station in life. Tenants, servants, and the poor became
seen less as meaningful individuals and more as a faceless lump of labor to be exploited for financial gain,
exemplified in the book by the “squeezing, wrenching, grasping, scraping, clutching, covetous old sinner”
Ebeneezer Scrooge. Scrooge, however, was old enough to remember the old Christmas obligation toward
employees in his memory of Fezziwig’s balls. He was rather old-fashioned in giving his employee Christmas
Day off, since this was by no means expected in 1843. The three ghosts of Christmas remind him of those
old Christmas values that brought him up, but were being lost in the modern era. A Christmas Caro/ had the
effect of instantly reviving the fortunes of Christmas. Suddenly, Christmas was everywhere. Charitable
giving on Christmas exploded. A factory owner in the US made the unheard-of gesture of closing his factory
on Christmas and sending every employee home with a turkey. The book also subtly shifted the meaning of
Christmas. The most indelible scene of the novel is the Cratchits’ humble Christmas dinner, which began

the trajectory of the Christmas holiday toward the family celebration we know today.

This column is a monthly series on the history of Anglicanism and the Episcopal Church.

TRINITY FELLOWSHIP FOR JANUARY 6
‘Surprised By Hope”
Session Four: The Hope of Jesus’ Second Coming

The hope of the second coming is based on the biblical confidence that Jesus will one day return to this
wortld, restore creation, heal his people, and make all things new.

Please join us on Tuesday, January 6, at 7:00 pm for dessert.
The video and study will be from 7:30 to 8:30 pm.
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News & Announcements

Annual Parish Meeting

Please make every effort to attend our Parish Meeting, on Sunday, January 25. It gives us an opportunity to review
all the activities of our parish during 2025.

We will also elect three new Vestry Members and two Synod & Deanery Delegates. These persons must be
confirmed Communicants in Good Standing, at least eighteen years of age.

Parish Meeting Reports

It is essential that we have written reports turned into the Parish Office by Wednesday, January 21. Although
brief oral comments are welcomed at the meeting, the printed reports are attached to the minutes and filed for

posterity. Without written reports, our history does not reflect an accurate picture of the life and times of Trinity
Church.

Doorbell Dinners

Trinity Church will be delivering Doorbell Dinners the week of January 19-23. Please mark your calendars.

Special Offerings

The Thanksgiving Offering was $2806; the Christmas Offering was $999. Please remember that all money from
special offerings goes to Outreach.

Coftee Hour

There is a sign next to the kitchen serving counter so that members can sign up to host a simple coffee hour after
the Sunday 10 o’clock service. It is good for us to enjoy some fellowship in these days.

Congratulations!

Eliza Louise Tighe, daughter of Nolan & Taylor and granddaughter of Judy, was baptized on December 20, 2025,
here at Trinity Church. Congratulations, Elizal

*If you have news you wish to share, please contact the Parish Office.
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r
. Lectors:

! January 4:

Cathy Nelson

| January 11: Nancy Taylor Porter
- January 18: Forrest Keaton
' January 25: Paula Woods

+ Acolytes: (Please let Jo Ann know when available.)
. January 4:

Clayton Robb

| January 11:  Clayton Robb

i January 18:

i January 25:  Clayton Robb

i Ushers:

- January 4:

Bob Hardwick & Jim Herget

| January 11: Brandon Carp & Chuck Crim
| January 18: Chuck Crim & Volunteer
i January 25: Brandon Carp & John Clancy

Trinity Fellowship

Tuesday, January 6
7:00 pm

ECW Lunch Meeting
Thursday, January 8
11:30 pm

Annual Parish Meeting
Sunday, January 25
11:30 am
(reorganization of the 1 estry following)

Blanket Sunday
To benefit Church World Service
January 25

Pledge / Contribution Statements
are included in this mailing.

Abraham Brooks & Clayton Robb

LITURGY FOR JANUARY 2026

Thursday, January 1:
THE HOLY NAME
10:00 am = Holy Eucharist

Sunday, January 4:
The 2™ Sunday after Christmas Day
8:00 am = Holy Eucharist
10:00 am = Holy Eucharist

Tuesday, January 6:
The Epiphany of Our Lord
10:00 am = Holy Eucharist

Wednesday, January 7:
10:00 am = Holy Eucharist

Sunday, January 11:
The 1* Sunday after The Epiphany:
The Baptism of Our Lord
8:00 am = Holy Eucharist
10:00 am = Holy Eucharist

Wednesday, January 14:
10:00 am = Holy Eucharist

Sunday, January 18:
EPIPHANY II
8:00 am = Holy Eucharist
10:00 am = Holy Eucharist

Monday, January 19:
The Confession of St. Peter, tr.
10:00 am = Holy Eucharist

Wednesday, January 21:
10:00 am = Holy Eucharist

Sunday, January 25:
EPIPHANY III
8:00 am = Holy Eucharist
10:00 am = Holy Eucharist

Monday, January 26:
The Conversion of St. Paul, tr.
10:00 am = Holy Eucharist

Wednesday, January 28:
10:00 am = Holy Eucharist




